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BRAD Fittler says Johnathan
Thurston is “fair game” and
teams have every right to tack-
le him when he is midair.

The former champion five-
eighth had to expect to pay the
price for taking the ball to the
line and kicking in the face of
defenders.

Fittler is technically right,
with the NRL telling the NT
News last night that the five of
the six late hits on Thurston in
the Cowboys loss to South
Sydney were perfectly fine.

Thurston revealed follow-
ing the game that he would
have to take matters into his
own hands as his frustration
with late hits escalated.

Of Thurston’s 12 kicks
against the Rabbitohs, he re-
ceived late hits on six occa-
sions from five different South
Sydney players.

Twice this year Cowboys
coach Paul Green has formally
contacted NRL officials for a
please  explain  regarding
Thurston's treatment.

Souths hooker Issac Luke
was the only player charged by
the NRL match-review com-
mittee from the six late tackles
and that was for a shoulder
charge.

The NRL have not even
sent a warning letter to the re-
maining Souths players. Fittler
backed South Sydney’s tactics
to rattle Thurston.

“He’s kicking at the line.
Those Souths players are there
as he's kicking the ball,” he said
on Channel Nine program The
Sunday Footy Show.

“He s part of the set of six. If
he has the ball, you have to
tackle him. He’s fair game. He
has to be. I didn’t see anyone
dive at his legs. They tackled
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UMPIRES > first to try and bash Thurston.
S Ryan, J Dalgleish, S Jeffery In Round 2 against Newcas-
CROWD tle, Thurston was battered by
41,958 at Domain Stadium. Beau Scott and Jeremy Smith

— as the Cowboys lost at home.
In that game, Thurston ended
up with a black eye.
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